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You Need:
Bible, Pencil & Paper

The Nature of Man – 2 Cor. 4:16
Blank Page
In Front or
Back of Bible

Understand the Bible – Jno. 20:30‐312
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28 And Thomas answered and
said to Him, “My Lord and my
God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas,
because you have seen Me,
you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”

The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30 And truly Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of
His disciples, which are not
written in this book;
31 but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing you may
have life in His name.

John 8:32

Word written to 
produce faith

John 20:30‐31 2
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John 8:32Eph. 5:17

Can know the 
truth

29 And He who sent Me is with Me.
The Father has not left Me alone,
for I always do those things that
please Him.”
30 As He spoke these words, many
believed in Him.
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews
who believed Him, “If you abide in
My word, you are My disciples
indeed.
32 And you shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”
33 They answered Him, “We are
Abraham’s descendants, and have
never been in bondage to anyone.
How can You say, ‘You will be made
free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, whoever
commits sin is a slave of sin.

2
Eph. 3:1‐4

Command to 
understand

Eph. 5:17

15 See then that you walk
circumspectly, not as fools but as
wise,
16 redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the
Lord is.
18 And do not be drunk with wine,
in which is dissipation; but be
filled with the Spirit,
19 speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord,

2

Eph. 3:1‐42 Tim. 3:13‐17

* No longer a 
mystery = known

*  Can understand 
when read

3 For this reason I, Paul, the
prisoner of Christ Jesus for you
Gentiles—
2 if indeed you have heard of the
dispensation of the grace of God
which was given to me for you,
3 how that by revelation He made
known to me the mystery (as I
have briefly written already,
4 by which, when you read, you
may understand my knowledge
in the mystery of Christ),

2
2 Tim. 4:3‐4

*Can learn & 
know Scriptures

*If instructed –
If equipped =
understand

2 Tim. 3:13‐17

13 But evil men and impostors will
grow worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.
14 But you must continue in the
things which you have learned and
been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them,
15 and that from childhood you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,
17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.
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2 Tim. 4:3‐42 Thess. 2:10‐12

Reason don’t 
understand:
Follow own 
desires

2 Preach the word! Be ready in
season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching.
3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound
doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers;
4 and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.
5 But you be watchful in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

2
2 Pet. 3:16‐18

Reasons don’t 
understand:
* Don’t love 
truth more 
than anything 
else
* Like unright.

2 Thess. 2:10‐12

10 and with all unrighteous
deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might be
saved.

11 And for this reason God will send
them strong delusion, that they
should believe the lie,

12 that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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2 Pet. 3:16‐18John 7:17

Hard – not 
impossible

16 as also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things
hard to understand, which
untaught and unstable people
twist to their own destruction,
as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures.
17 You therefore, beloved, since
you know this beforehand,
beware lest you also fall from
your own steadfastness, being
led away with the error of the
wicked;
18 but grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now
and forever. Amen.

2

If don’t know 
misled

Can know

Luke 8:15

If want to 
know – can see 
truth

John 7:17

15And the Jews marveled, saying,
“How does this Man know
letters, having never studied?”

16 Jesus answered them and said,
“My doctrine is not Mine, but His
who sent Me.

17 If anyone wills to do His will,
he shall know concerning the
doctrine, whether it is from God
or whether I speak on My own
authority.

18 He who speaks from himself
seeks his own glory; but He who
seeks the glory of the One who
sent Him is true, and no
unrighteousness is in Him.

2

Luke 8:151 Cor. 2:12‐16

If hear & keep 
can understand

Reason don’t 
understand –
problem is heart 
(not word)

13 But the ones on the rock are
those who, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and
these have no root, who believe
for a while and in time of
temptation fall away.

14 Now the ones that fell among
thorns are those who, when they
have heard, go out and are choked
with cares, riches, and pleasures of
life, and bring no fruit to maturity.

15 But the ones that fell on the
good ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and
good heart, keep it and bear fruit
with patience.

2
Heb. 4:12‐13

Can know & 
understand

Uninterested 
think it is 
foolish

1 Cor. 2:12‐16

12Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might know the things that
have been freely given to us by God.
13 These things we also speak, not in
words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual.
14 But the natural man does not receive
the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him; nor can he know
them, because they are spiritually
discerned.
15 But he who is spiritual judges all things,
yet he himself is rightly judged by no
one.
16 For “who has known the mind of the
LORD that he may instruct Him?” But we
have the mind of Christ.

2

Heb. 4:12‐13James 1:21‐25

Can be 
understood:
- Living and 

powerful
- Discerns the 

heart

11 Let us therefore be diligent to
enter that rest, lest anyone fall
according to the same example
of disobedience.

12 For the word of God is living
and powerful, and sharper than
any two‐edged sword, piercing
even to the division of soul and
spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the
heart.

13 And there is no creature
hidden from His sight, but all
things are naked and open to
the eyes of Him to whom we
must give account.

2

Must 
understand to 
be a doer

Do more than 
understand –
must do!

James 1:21‐25
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness
and overflow of wickedness, and
receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to
save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he is like a
man observing his natural face in a
mirror;
24 for he observes himself, goes
away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was.
25 But he who looks into the perfect
law of liberty and continues in it,
and is not a forgetful hearer but a
doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.
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Conclusions
About Understanding

• Can understand the Bible

• Must understand the Bible

• Reasons some don’t understand:
 Follow own desires
 Like unrighteousness
 Don’t really want to know
 Heart problem
 Uninterested

• Must do more than understand –
must do what understand
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